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Welcome New Members 


Ottawa Area 


Emily Addison/Brent Hyde 
Peter Bock & Family 
Melanie Bouchard 
Carol Breurkes & Family 
Barry Deevey 

Edward Farnworth & Family 
Kristin Goff 

Richard Harding & Family 
Andrew N. Jackson & Family 
James Jans/Barbara Woodside 


Ivan L'Heureux & Family 
Richard McAteer & Family 
Catherine Millar & Family 
Ronald Pickering 
Faith Schneider & Family 
Janice Traynor & Family 
Ronald Vader & Family 
Allison Walker & Family 
Mark Wasner & Family 
Brian West & Family 


Gatineau Area 

Heather Gibb 
Rhona Goodspeed 

Ontario 

Muriel Andreae 
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Henry Steger 

Chair, Membership Committee 
February 2013 
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The President’s Perspective 

April 2013 


Ann MacKenzie and I are changing places. 

I thank all of you who voted at the ABM for 
having confidence in my leadership. I shall 
strive to maintain that confidence. 

This should be a very good year. The 
Canadian Field-Naturalist is on a firm 
footing, our finances are in pretty good shape, 
and we look forward to many interesting 
activities during the year. Our big party, the 
annual Soiree is coming up on Saturday April 
20. Please join me in celebrating with our 
honourees, seeing what the Macoun Club 
members have been up to, contribute to and/or 
vote for art and photography that will be on 
display. Come for a good time. 

We are cooperating with Nature Canada on two exciting projects. One is 
establishing and promoting Lac Deschenes and environs as an IBA (Important 
Birding Area), a new designation for what birders have always known as a hotspot 
for birding in the Ottawa District. The second is leading local birding trips, along 
with our sister club, Le Club des ornithologues de FOutaouais, for participants in the 
BirdLife International World Congress, when that Congress convenes in Ottawa 
19-22 June. 

One of my goals as president is to foster more cooperation among our various 
committees and to encourage more of you to become actively involved. 

Fenja Brodo 
fbrodo@sympatico.ca 
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“Golden Anniversary” 
Membership List 1943 - 2013 


Henry Steger 
Membership Chair 


Joined in 


1943 

Dr. C. Stuart Houston 

Saskatoon SK 

1943 

Sheila Thomson 

Ottawa ON 

1946 

Dr. Jack M. Gillett 

Ottawa ON 

1948 

Mr. David Erskine 

Willowdale ON 

1950 

H.G. Lumsden 

Aurora ON 

1951 

Dr. E.L. Bousfield 

Mississauga, ON 

1954 

Yvonne & James F. Bendell 

Clayton ON 

1956 

Dr. Charles D. Bird 

Eskine AB 

1956 

J.W. Holliday 

Ottawa ON 

1957 

R.E. Bedford 

Ottawa ON 

1957 

Joe E. Bryant 

Ottawa ON 

1958 

F.R. Cook 

North Augusta ON 

1960 

Dr. A.J. Erskine 

Sackville NB 

1960 

V. Bruce Collins 

Bancroft ON 

1960 

Dr. G.R. & D. Hanes 

Carleton Place ON 

1961 

R.W. Nero 

Winnipeg MB 

1962 

Jo Ann Mackenzie 

Surrey BC 

1962 

Dr. V. Lewin 

Heriot Bay BC 

1963 

Charles E. Chaffey 

Toronto ON 

1963 

Dr. T. Mosquin 

Balderson, ON 
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The 134 th Annual Business Meeting 
and OFNC Committees for 2013 


K. McLachlan Hamilton 

I was getting a little worried. I know it was early, but would we reach quorum? An 
annual business meeting (ABM) could not happen unless quorum was met. Well, 
there was no need to worry as OFNC members do not disappoint. Approximately 30 
people arrived in good time. The evening began with beverages and snacks, and 
some time to review the financial statements, the minutes of the previous ABM, and 
the annual committee reports. Here is an abridged version of the evening. 

Club Finances 

In the past couple of years the finance committee had been making some necessary 
changes. The OFNC began using a new accounting system and switched to a 
different auditor. No wonder Ken, who assumed the role of Treasurer in 2012, has 
found the learning curve steep. We learned that there are two main differences in the 
appearance of the 2012 financial statements: the values presented in the “Statement 
of Operations and Changes in Fund Balance-General Fund” are gross values instead 
of the net values used in previous financial statements; and, the statements are 
prepared in accordance with the “not-for-profit” organizations standards. 

A closer look at the “Statement of Operations and Changes,” especially when 
compared with the 2011 numbers, reveal several differences over the past year. 
Firstly, total revenues increased in 2012. This was due primarily to an increased 
interest income, a grant received by the Fletcher Wildlife Garden for its Monarch 
Waystation, and monies received from the Pelee trip (the Club's biennial excursion). 

General expenses have decreased, mostly because of reduced bookkeeping and 
general operating costs as well as costs associated with publishing The Canadian 
Field-Naturalist. Also, with the introduction of PayPal, the Club experienced an 
increase in interest/bank charges. Also, more money was spent on Club activities 
than on general operations. This is nice to see, as the issue of spending some of the 
Club money on activities was brought up by a club member at the previous ABM. 
The other value of note was the large expense associated with the Fletcher Wildlife 
Garden. This expense is a little misleading as it represents the spending of the grant 
money received for the Monarch Waystation mentioned previously. In summary, in 
2012 the OFNC received more money and spent less than in 2011 resulting in a net 
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financial gain. Proposed projects for 2013 include the proposed production of a new 
bird checklist of the Ottawa District. 

Not-for-Profit Organizations 

The OFNC is a provincially registered not-for-profit organization. This means that 
the Club falls under the Corporation Act of the Province of Ontario. In 2010 the 
Ontario government passed new legislation, aptly named the Not-for-Profit 
Corporations Act. There is a three-year transition period, however the Club decided 
not to wait until the last minute, and prepared the 2012 financial statement in 
accordance with these new standards. This explains why the financial statements 
were presented a little differently. A description of the changes was included in the 
financial statement package, which is available upon request and will be in an 
upcoming issue of The Canadian Field-Naturalist (CFN). 

As usual, these changes are not just an accounting exercise. The OFNC must also 
ensure that all official documents, such as the Constitution and By-laws, must also 
conform with the legislation. Council has decided the best way to deal with this 
issue is to form an ad-hoc committee to review both documents, and consider any 
changes needed and to update them to represent current practices. To date, there are 
two people who have expressed interest in helping with the review. More hands, or 
dare I say eyes, would make this task less daunting. So if anyone is interested, 
please contact Ann at annmackenzie@rogers.com. She would appreciate the extra 
help. Most of the work will probably be done electronically, with perhaps a few 
actual meetings. Anyone curious about the Constitution and By-laws can check the 
OFNC website at http://www.ofnc.ca/council/constitution.php. 

Committee Reports 

Each year every committee is required to submit an annual report which is presented 
at the ABM. Some may wonder if they serve some purpose. The answer is yes. The 
reports not only remind people of what was accomplished in the year, they also serve 
as a historic record and reflect the changes, concerns, and trends throughout the 
years. Copies of the 2012 reports will be found in the same upcoming issue of the 
CFN. 

4 

Discussion and Questions 

After a review of the financial statements, a question arose concerning the Club’s 
budget. Does the Club prepare one and, if so, when is it prepared and how can a 
member get access to it? Essentially the answer is yes, it is prepared in September 
and presented at the October Council meeting. Council minutes are public record, so 
any member can review them. They are available on the website. For instance, the 
budget for 2013 may be found under the October minutes at: 
http://www.ofnc.ca/council/minutes.php. 
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Council Changes 

An ABM marks a new year for Council. It is at this time when new council members 
are nominated and other members step down. The most notable change in 2013 is 
the stepping down of Ann Mackenzie as President, and the election of Fenja Brodo 
as her replacement. Other executive members are: Jeff Skevington (2 nd Vice- 
President), Annie Belair (Recording Secretary) and Ken Young (Treasurer). Apart 
from the executive, there are 16 members on Council for 2013. Committee chairs, 
who are, with one exception, also members on Council, are listed below with their 
contact information. I am pleased to announce that there are a few new members to 
Council, and all committee chair positions are filled. 




OFNC Committees for 2013 


The following OFNC committee members were approved by Council at its meeting 
on February 18. Committee members may be added during the year as approved by 
Council. The members listed below will operate your club in 2010. Committee 
Chairs appear in bold letters with their telephone numbers and email addresses. 
Should you have any questions, comments, complaints or compliments pertaining to 
the operations of a committee, or should you desire to serve on a committee, please 
contact the Chair or speak to a member of the relevant committee. 


AWARDS 
Eleanor Zurbrigg 
613 - 224-8823 
ezurbrigg@sym patico.ca 
Irwin Brodo 
Julia Cipriani 
Christine Hanrahan 
Ann MacKenzie 


BIRDS 

Chris Traynor 
613 - 769-0703 
ctraynorS9@yahoo. ca 
Marie Bedard (COO rep) 
Bob Cermak 
Lorraine Ellworthy 
Anouk Floedeman 


Bernie Ladouceur 
Christina Lewis 
Bev McBride 
Remy Poulin 
Jennifer Spallin 
(recording secretary) 
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BIRDS RECORDS 
(subcommittee) 

David Britton 
Mark Gawn 
Bernie Ladouceur 
Christina Lewis 
Bev McBride 
Jeff Skevington 
Michael Tate 
Daniel Toussaint 
Chris Traynor 

CONSERVATION 
Owen Clarkin 
613 - 224-2057 
wrecsvp@gmail.com 
Lynne Bricker 
Fenja Brodo 
Sandy Garland 
Christine Hanrahan 
Ann MacKenzie 
Michael Ross Murphy 
Remy Poulin 
Stan Rosenbaum 
Frederick W. Schueler 
David Seburn 
Ian Whyte 
Ken Y oung 

EDUCATION & 
PUBLICITY 
Lynn Ovenden 
613 - 764-1867 
bigskies@xplornet. ca 
Susan Barker 
Mark Brenchley 
Fenja Brodo 
Linda Burr 
Suzanne Deschenes 
Gillian Marston 
Ann Prescott 


EXCURSIONS & 

LECTURES 

Jeff Skevington 

613 - 823-1970 

jeff_skevington@yahoo.ca 

Rob Alvo 

Holly Bickerton 

Julia Cipriani 

Hume Douglas 

Don Hackett 

FINANCE 
Barbara Chouinard 
613 - 233-6047 
barbara_chouinard@ 
hotmail.com 
Dan Brunton 
Ann MacKenzie 
Remy Poulin 
Ken Young 

FLETCHER 

WILDLIFE GARDEN 

Barry Cottam 

613 - 521-1509 

b.cottam@rogers.com 

Ted Farnworth 

Sandra Garland 

David Hobden 

Diane Lepage 

Lynn Ovenden 

Barbara Riley 

Geoff Rowe 

Henry Steger 

Partner Representative 

vacant 


MACOUN FIELD CLUB 
Rob Lee 
613 - 623-8123 
rel@magm a. ca 
Annie Belair 
Barbara Gaertner 
Diane Kitching 
(rep on Council) 

Carolyn Seburn 
David Seburn 

MEMBERSHIP 
Henry Steger 
613 - 825-0374 
hsteger@bell.net 
Dave Smythe 
Verna Smythe 

PUBLICATIONS 
Dan Brunton 
613 - 829-7307 
dbruntonnll l@rogers. com 
Carolyn Callaghan 
Paul Catling 
Jay Fitzsimmons 
Sandra Garland 
Tony Gaston 
Bill Halliday 
Karen McLachlan 
Hamilton 
Frank Pope 
Jeff Saarela 
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Go native! 


Say good-bye to lawn grubs, fertilizers, sprinklers, pesticides. 

Fletcher Wildlife Garden Annual Native Plant Sale 
Saturday, 1 June 2013, 9:30 a.m. - 12:30 p.m. 

(East side of Prince of Wales Drive, just south of the Arboretum) 

Hundreds of beautiful wildflowers are native to the Ottawa region. We can tell you 
which ones suit your backyard. Plant a wide variety of native plants to grow a 
garden that changes from month to month, tolerates drought and doesn’t need 
pesticides or chemical fertilizers. Most of our plants attract butterflies and birds that 
bring your garden to life. 

See our demonstration backyard garden, and pick up free plant lists and “how-to” 
info on gardening for butterflies, attracting birds, building a backyard pond, and 
more! 

Information: www.ofnc.ca/fletcher. 



Shhh . . . the nursery in early March. In other trays nestle meadow rue, four species 
of aster, prairie cinquefoil, wood poppy and hairy beardtongue. The Friday morning 
group will grow up hundreds more plants with potting parties every Friday morning 
until June 1. Come join us. 
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Volunteer for the Falcon Watch 


Anouk Hoedeman, Ottawa Peregrine Falcon Watch 

Ottawa’s resident Peregrine Falcon population is on the rise, with as many as three 
pairs expected to nest this year. That means the Ottawa Peregrine Falcon Watch will 
need more volunteers than ever to help monitor and potentially rescue the young 
birds as they learn to fly. 

The downtown nest at Albert and Lyon failed to produce young for three years 
running, but that may be about to change. We believe Connor, the resident male 
since 1998, died last year, and a new bird has taken his place as Diana’s mate. 

While we were sad to lose Connor, we are optimistic that Diana’s eggs will be viable 
this year. We also discovered a nest with two young at Heron and Bronson last year, 
and we expect a repeat performance there. Finally, there may be a third pair in the 
east end. 

The many dedicated volunteers of the OFNC’s Peregrine Falcon Watch have played 
a critical role in the raptors’ success since they began breeding here in 1997, helping 
18 young birds successfully fledge. These beautiful, impressive birds of prey are 
slowly gaining ground again in North America after almost being wiped out by 
pesticides like DDT. The fastest animals on earth, they have been clocked at 330 
km/h during an attack dive. Yet, despite being fierce predators at the top of the food 
chain, they remain vulnerable. 

The city can be a dangerous place for inexperienced falcons, who sometimes fly into 
the sides of buildings during their first attempts to fly, or get stranded on the ground 
or in other risky places. So, for two or three weeks starting in June, volunteers keep 
an eye on the fledglings and do what they can to keep them from harm. Volunteers 
also record observations about the Peregrine Falcons and educate the public about 
these amazing birds. 4 

If you would like to volunteer for the Ottawa Peregrine Falcon Watch, please email 
volunteer@falconwatch.ca. We would appreciate any time you can contribute, even 
if it’s just one shift. 

You will receive training and work in teams, are not expected to actually handle a 
bird if you are uncomfortable doing so. Volunteers should have good eyesight 
(binoculars are useful) and each shift needs at least one person who is able to run if 
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necessary. We will contact volunteers once chicks have hatched and we can estimate 
when the fledging period will start. The Falcon Watch runs from sunup to sundown, 
seven days a week, until the young birds become adept at flying. 

Visit falconwatch.ca for more information about Peregrine Falcons and the Ottawa 
Peregrine Falcon Watch. To report sightings of the falcons, please email 
ottawa@falconwatch.ca. For any emergencies, such as to report a falcon in distress, 
please call Anouk at 613-236-7772 or 613-322-5269. 


r 



Da ve Moore 


The large number of Monarch butterflies around Ottawa this year, along with a 
discussion with a family member, had me digging into my notes from past biology 
courses and searching the internet for information about mimicry. I could only 
remember two types and wasn't sure which was which, but I found a lot more than 1 
bargained for. 

Around 1861 Henry Walter Bates described defensive mimicry, known today as 
Batesian mimicry, in a paper to the London Linnaean Society. This is where a 
harmless mimic imitates a dangerous model in order to protect itself from predators. 
Examples usually given for this are bee flies (Bombyliidae) mimicking bees and 
wasps (Hymenoptera), hog-nosed snakes (Colubridae) mimicking cobras (Elapidae), 
and a few others that are now under question such as the pairings of Viceroy and 
Monarch butterflies ( Limenitis archippus/Danaus plexippus) and Milk Snakes and 
coral snakes ( Lampropeltis triangulum/ Elapidae). More on them in a moment. 

Using our first example from above, the bee fly gains some protection from looking 
like the more dangerous insects, the bee and wasp. Predators that have been stung 
by either will shy away from attacking the harmless bee fly because of its 
colouration, those alternating black and yellow stripes. The mimic, however, must 
be careful to not be so successful that its population numbers increase to rival that of 
its model, or else predators may find that one or two “bad” victims are worth risking 
to enjoy a number of edible ones. Populations of the mimics are usually much 
smaller than the populations of the models. 
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A Hog-nosed Snake, if threatened, will at first raise its head and spread out its neck 
in an attempt to fool its attacker into thinking it is the more dangerous cobra type of 
snake. 1 It might also hiss and make striking motions. If this fails, it will usually roll 
over and play dead. 

Those bees and wasps are also displaying a type of mimicry known as Mullerian 
mimicry, after Fritz Muller (1878) who described this as “mutualism,” in which non- 
related organisms have evolved to resemble one another. This duplication of 
colouration helps to reinforce the warning signals. This explains why bees and 
wasps both have stripes, and all species of skunks (Mephitidae) have stripes. 

Recent studies have shown that the Viceroy, once thought to be a Batesian mimic of 
the Monarch, is actually unpalatable to predators as well, making them an example 
of Mullerian mimicry, rather than Batesian. 

So, what about those Milk Snakes looking like their much more dangerous coral 
snake cousins? Well, the whole point of looking like a dangerous model is to fool 
predators who are “once bitten, twice shy.” Unfortunately, “once bitten” by a coral 
snake is likely the last time you’ll be bitten by anything, as coral snake venom is fatal 
in many cases. Humans can survive with immediate medical attention, but 
apparently the drug companies have stopped making the antivenin because it was 
unprofitable due to the small number of bites per year. 

And just to confuse things, there is a group of snakes known as “false coral snakes” 
that are mildly poisonous, leading researchers to think that perhaps the Milk Snake 
and the coral snakes are imitating these false coral snakes. This is described as 
Mertensian mimicry. Why then does this occur? In nature, many dangerous or 
poisonous plants and animals are brightly and conspicuously coloured (aposematic 
colouration) and it’s believed that there may be a genetic warning passed on to be 
wary of these signals. Studies have shown that some animals will shy away from 
certain brightly coloured objects even if they have never seen them before. 

Aggressive mimicry, sometimes called Peckhamian mimicry, is described as a 
predator disguising itself as potential prey for another animal, which is actually the 
intended prey item. Confused? Consider anglerfish (Lophiiformes) or the Alligator 
Snapping Turtle (Macrochelys temminckii ), both of which use a body part as a lure 


1 Hog-nosed snakes occur in other parts of the world where cobras do exist, and 
perhaps this is a genetic trait which persists in the species we find in Canada. 
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to bring in other fish that think there’s a meal to be had, only to end up as the meal 
themselves. 

Another type of mimicry is called Browerian, a type of automimicry, where the 
mimics and model are both of the same species. Not all Monarch caterpillars eat 
milkweed and so not all have toxins in them, but they derive the same benefit as the 
others that do. A sort of Batesian mimicry within a single species. 

Plants get involved in this too—Vavilovian mimicry, which involves three species, 
two plant and one very specific mammal—humans. Weeds can evolve 
characteristics similar to harvested plants in order to gain the advantages of human 
protection and dispersal of their seeds. Both Rye (Secale cereale) and oats (A vena 
spp.) have evolved this way. Once weeds among wheat crops, their seeds have 
changed to both resemble in size that of wheat, and also in the way they attach to the 
stalk so they no longer fall off easily, and so are more likely to be reaped with the 
wheat they imitate. This makes it difficult for humans to separate the seeds, and so 
get sown along with the wheat. 

And it doesn’t stop there! There is also Dispersal mimicry (see Red Trillium, 
Trillium erectum), Satiric mimicry, Gilbertian, Bakerian, Dodsonian ... the list 
seems endless! 

For more about this, aim your browser towards Google, Yahoo or Wikipedia, where 
you’ll find endless hours of fascinating information. 
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Skiing in Limerick Forest, 
North Boardwalk 

Fenja Brodo and Stew Hamill 



Limerick Forest, left to right: Rob Ross, Eunice Ellison, Elizabeth Waechter and 
Stew Hamill. Photo by F. Brodo. 


We schedule events months in advance and just hope that the weather will cooperate. 
Well Sunday February 3, the day of our ski trip to Limerick Forest in Merrickville, 
must have looked threatening to folks because only five of us turned up: three ladies, 
our leader Stew Hamill and Rob Ross, Limerick Forest assistant manager, Leeds- 
Grenville County. The lovely, thick snow that had fallen over a week ago had 
endured severe melting and then more recently, refreezing. Then a light dusting of 
snow had fallen overnight and into the early morning. As expected, the trail was icy 
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and ski poles had little grip. After five inglorious falls, Fenja gave up her skis and 
just a few steps further, so did Stew and then all of us were walking. 

A flock of Bohemian Waxwings flew by just before we parked our cars and a 
Northern Shrike posed for quite some time at the very tip of a tree at the trailhead. 
What a beginning! 

Skiing may have been poor but animal tracking was spectacular. That soft dusting of 
snow held many decipherable patterns in the snow. With Stew’s help we were able 
to distinguish the animals that had left their marks. The most common seemed to be 
Snowshoe Hare and Meadow Vole. The latter usually run under the snow but these 
icy conditions forced them out in the open. Also quite common were tracks of Red 
Squirrel, Eastern Coyote, Red Fox, Fisher, Mink, Ermine and, of course, White¬ 
tailed Deer. Fresh tracks of a River Otter across a small frozen pond, including signs 
of it diving below the surface, greeted us on the way back. 

Of the birds we recognized Ruffed Grouse feet and wing marks as well as the much 
larger foot tracks of Wild Turkeys. An empty nest of a Northern Goshawk would 
have remained unnoticed had Stew not revealed its presence, almost hidden by the 
surrounding trees. Other birds that were seen were a Pileated Woodpecker, Hairy 
Woodpecker, Blue Jay, several Common Ravens and Black-capped Chickadees. 

The weather was comfortably cold, we had sunshine for part of the outing, lunch was 
enjoyed at the boardwalk some 4 km from our cars. The company was excellent and 
the outing a memorable experience. What more could one ask? 

Previous OFNC trips explored other tracts of land that make up Limerick Forest. 

The OFNC’s 2010 Conservation Award (Non-member) was awarded to the Limerick 
Forest Advisory Committee, Friends of Limerick Forest, Grenville Land Stewardship 
Council and the United Counties of Leeds and Grenville, for their achievement in 
conserving and managing this ecologically sustainable forest. 
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Community Conservation 
SOS-DUNES—They have saved a 
dune and have a plan! 

Paul Catling and Brenda Kostiuk 

The Pinhey dune may have been an open sandy habitat for several thousand years 
(see Canadian Field Naturalist 122(2):99-117. 2008) but it was about to disappear 
as a result of a takeover by trees and invasive shrubs. This place was well known to 
Ottawa entomologists because the rare Ghost Tiger Beetle ( Cicindela lepida) lived 
there, an insect with the ability to run over sand that is up to 70°C. The Pinhey dune 
is a special habitat for some regionally rare insects and plants, but like so many open 
sandy habitats across Canada, it was declining. Realizing this, entomologists Pete 
Dang and Henri Goulet went to the Trillium Foundation through the Biodiversity 
Conservancy (BC) to obtain funds to save and expand the dune habitat. BC brought 
with it experience as the Ottawa-based publishers of the international journal 
Biodiversity and experience as the organizers of international events aimed at 
education and biodiversity protection. They were delighted to receive the funding. 
Next, they approached the National Capital Commission (NCC) where they found 
Eva Katie, a strong supporter with exceptional energy. Naturally the NCC was 
impressed that a province-wide organization, the Trillium Foundation, with a 
mission of “building healthy and vibrant communities . . .” was interested in 
Ottawa’s Greenbelt. A strong team had developed. 

A project organizing committee (Figure 1) was set up including Pete T. Dang 
(Ph.D., Project Director), Stephen Aitken (Project Coordinator), Henri Goulet 
(Ph.D., Biodiversity Assessment), Joanne Hakkaku (Community Engagement, 
Volunteer Coordinator), Nina Edson (Volunteer Recruitment), Andrew Mott (Field 
Operation), TD Trinh (Logistics'- Team Coordinator) and John Davidson 
(Communications). This team organized a large group of volunteers including 
people from the local community (see Aitken 201 1 and Aitken and Hakkaku 2011). 
By late summer there had been a substantial education effort and a great deal of 
work aimed at the expansion of open sandy habitat. In the fall of 2012 NCC brought 
in heavy equipment and completed work that could not be done by volunteers. The 
final work included consideration of the advice of professional biologists to ensure 
protection of all significant biodiversity in the area (Figure 2) and the habitat 
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Figure I. The principle organizers of the successful restoration of the Pinhey Dune 
from left to right are: John Davidson, Nina Edson, TD Trinh. Joanne Hakkaku, 
Henri Goulet, Eva Katie, Pete Dang and Andrew Mott, with a part of the dune in the 
background. Absent from the photo is Stephen Aitken. Photo by P.M. Catling and 
B. Kostiuk on 27 May 2012 at Pinhey Dune. 


restoration, an expansion of over four times the original open sand area, was 
completed on time. 


A celebration was held on October 19, 2012 to announce completion and thank 
everyone, but particularly to inaugurate the community based, Not-For-Profit 
Organization “Stewards of Sand Dunes (SOS-Dunes).” This National Capital 
project launch was well planned and well attended. 


Several canopies were set up with refreshments under the planted pines. Despite the 
rain, at least 200 people turned out. Andrew Mott of BC served as the Master of 
Ceremonies and he introduced six speakers. Provincial Member of Parliament, Lisa 
MacLeod, spoke of the uniqueness of the area and was very pleased to have the NCC 
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supporting such an 
extensive community- 
based volunteer program. 
She had worked on the site 
herself. 

BC President Pete Dang 
pointed out that protecting 
biodiversity is not always 
as simple as planting trees, 
and many now understand 
that it may involve cutting 
trees down. Pete thanked 
the hundreds of supporters. 
He noted that although a 
first year goal had been 
reached, there was a need 
for continued work 
including monitoring fauna 
and prevention of 
encroachment of woody 
plants. This ongoing work 
would be done by the 
newly established group 
“SOS-DUNES.” 


Figure 2. Parts of the pine plantation at Pinhey Forest 
have become an important habitat for unusual plants. 

These forested sandy habitats resemble the "pineries " 
that were frequent in the Ottawa valley in the early days brag about the fact that 
of settlement and that were the source of the pine timber Ward 9 residents had a 
used for ship building. Although pine plantations are by dune, and he included the 
no means as unusual as open sandy habitats, some of 
these pine forests should be and wilt be maintained. 

Successjul protection of biodiversity includes protection 
of a variety of habitats. The spectacular Stemless 
Lady’s-Slipper (Cypripedium acaule) occurs in scattered huge impact on bio- 
colonies in the plantations in several parts of the Pinhey diversity education. Keith 
Forest. Photo by Brenda Kostiuk on 27 May 2012 at had joined school groups 
Pinhey Forest. that had come to learn 

about the fauna of the 

dune. He noted that three levels of government were represented at the event and 

that the project had involved the young and the old. He added that it served as 


Councillor for Ward 9, 
Keith Egli, was pleased to 


Ant Lions (Figure 3) 
among the Ward 9 
residents. He realized that 
the whole concept had a 
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Figure 3. Ant Lion (Myrmeleontidae) larvae (inset on left) and typical pitfall trap in 
the sand used to capture ants. Photographed by Brenda Kostiuk on 27 May 20J2 at 
Pinhey Dune. 

an excellent example of getting all the members of a community together. 

The Manager of Natural Resources in Ottawa’s Greenbelt, Eva Katie, was extremely 
supportive as usual. She said that the Pinhey Dune had become a vety special place 
in the Greenbelt for education, enjoyment and research and that NCC was very 
pleased to have been able to play a role. Eva has been key to the success of this 
conservation activity. 

Local community leader, Gwynn Norman, found it unusual to have the volunteer 
children talking and working together with their retired friends. She realized that it 
was an important opportunity to get the kids involved with something outside. All 
from the larger community of Ottawa were very appreciative of her help. 

An outstanding speaker. Dr. Bruce Gill, talked about insects in sandy habitats and 
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brought some examples from all over North America, some of them known only 
from a single location. His variety of large sand inhabiting scarab beetles attracted a 
lot of attention. People lingered for an hour after the presentations, in continuing 
rain, exchanging ideas and information and thanking each other for their 
contributions. A number of those attending had come from far away and were 
planning restoration of open sandy habitat in other parts of eastern Ontario. Saving 
the dune (Figure 4) has led to a greater appreciation of nature in Ottawa and has 
become a model for conservation. 


Figure 4. Volunteer removes pine litter and duff (left). When restoring open sandy 
habitat it is important to create open sand, not only by the removal of tree cover, but 
also the removal of accumulated organic matter beneath the trees. The restricted 
flora and fauna of open sandy habitats depends on open, nutrient-poor sand and 
failure to remove organic materia! will result in a takeover by Poison Ivy (right) 
and/or invasive aliens such as Glossy Buckthorn. Photographs by Brenda Kostiuk 
on 27 May 2012 at Pinhey Dune. 

The October meeting was an unusual conservation event because of the diversity of 
people. It is perhaps the kind of community-based conservation event that we should 
be aiming for more often in the future. More information and a video of the launch 
are available below at Biodiversity Conservancy (2012c). 
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Where does a successful conservation effort start? 

It may be a source of pride to members of the Ottawa Field-Naturalists’ Club that 
conservation sometimes begins with an article in the club journal— The Canadian 
Field-Naturalist. This one did! See CFN 122(2):99-117. 2008. As a result, the 
Club has a part in this conservation story. It is hard to attach a value to this, but it 
is clear that the club publications are playing a key role in conservation, as well as 
in science and the enjoyment of nature. 

To read about another successful restoration of open sandy habitat in the Ottawa 
area, see the Canadian Field-Naturalist (124(2): 169-178. 2010) regarding the 
Constance Bay Sandhills. Trail & Landscape (44(3): 106-130. 2010) also features 
this site. 


It appears that now some of the Pinhey Dune biodiversity is secure, ranging from the 
species that are totally dependent on it, to many others that simply benefit from an 
open, unforested place (Figure 5). If you are interested in participating in SOS- 
Dunes, information on how to do that is available from the websites below. 



Figure 5. A Chalk-Fronted Corporal dragonfly (Ladona julia), attracted to the dune 
which acts as a concentration point for flying insects, poses on the sand. 

Photograph by Brenda Kostiuk on 27 May 2012 at Pinhey Dune. 
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2013 Pinhey Sand Dune Events 

Special events to raise awareness, understanding and appreciation of the Pinhey 
Sand Dune habitat: 

1. Jane’s Walk (date may change, please check website below before attending) 

Saturday, May 4, 10:00 a.m. - 11:00 a.m. (English) 

Saturday, May 4, 11:00 a.m. - 12:00 noon (French) 

2. Taking Down a Tree to Save the Dune 

Sunday, May 12, 9a.m. - 12 noon 

3. Geological Tour (date may change, please check website below before attending) 

Saturday, May 18, 9 a.m. - 12 noon 

4. The Pink Lady Slipper and Dune Tour 

Sunday, May 26 and June 2, 9 a.m. - 12 noon 

5. The Tiger Beetle In General and Dune Tour 

Sunday, June 9, 9 a.m. - 12 noon 

6. The Ghost Tiger Beetle and Dune Tour 

Sunday, July 14, 9 a.m. - 12 noon. 

7. The Antiion and Dune Tour 

Sunday, August 4, 9 a.m. - 12 noon 

8. The Giant Robber fly and Dune Tour 

Sunday, August 11, 9 a.m. - 12 noon. 


To confirm dates, check for rain dates, or if you would like further information see: 
http://biodiversityconservancy.org/sos dunes,html 
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How did the Record Hot Spring of 
2012 Affect Amphibian Calling? 

David C. Seburn 

The spring of 2012 was one for the record books. Ottawa set record maximum 
temperatures for a number of days in March. Usually when a new maximum daily 
temperature is set the previous record is broken by a few tenths of a degree, or 
maybe by half a degree. In 2012, Ottawa shattered previous records, sometimes by 
as much as 10°C. The carbon-stained fingerprints of global climate change are all 
over the March heat wave of2012. 

The first record was set on 7 March, when Ottawa hit 12°C, breaking the previous 
record of 11.1 °C. On the previous day, the low had been -20°C— a jump of 32°C 
from one day to the next. On 17 March, Ottawa hit 13.5°C. A warm day, but not 
even close to the record of 16.3°C (Figure 1). The next day, summer arrived with a 
maximum temperature of 24.1°C, shattering the previous record by 8°C. The next 
four days also saw maximum temperatures above 20°C. The heat wave peaked on 
21 March, with a temperature of 27.4°C. This is the hottest March temperature ever 
recorded in Ottawa. By 24 March, maximum temperatures had dropped down to 
10.5°C, ending the heat wave, but still above normal. 

These record maximum temperatures were not just confined to the Ottawa area. 
According to Environment Canada (2012) it affected all of eastern Canada, from 
Manitoba to Nova Scotia. Windsor experienced 10 consecutive days of at least 
20°C. And a new record maximum temperature for March was set for the province 
of Ontario: on 21 March (the day Ottawa set a new March record for the city) 
Petawawa hit 28.8°C. 

Late March and early April are typically when many of our frogs begin calling. How 
did these record temperatures affect calling? I can offer some anecdotal 
observations from my own notes and from observations submitted to the online 
NatureList run by the Bishops Mills Natural History Centre. 1 


1 http://groups.google.com/group/naturelisl/about? hl=en 
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Figure 1. Daily maximum air temperatures in Ottawa in 2012 compared with 
previous record daily maximum temperatures. Data from Environment Canada 
daily weather records. 


The first report of frog calling in the Ottawa area was on 16 March. Valerie 
Kirkwood reported hearing a Spring Peeper calling as well as the “scattered calling” 
of Western Chorus Frogs from Acton’s Corners (near Kemptville). 

On 17 March I visited a known site with Western Chorus Frogs in western Ottawa, 
near Moodie Drive. At 12:45 p.m. at approximately 10°C there was no calling. 1 
did not check this site on 18 March, but on 19 March at 3:15 p.m. (~23°C) Western 
Chorus Frogs were heard calling at the site. I also heard Western Chorus Frogs 
calling at three other locations in the area on that day. At two of those sites the 
calling was so loud it formed a wall of sound. 

Also on 17 March, Francis Cook checked a known Western Chorus Frog site near 
Snowdons Corners. He did not hear any calling at 11:45 a.m. or 4:40 p.m. On the 
next day, 18 March, he heard “small but vigorous choruses of Chorus Frogs from 
ditch and marsh both sides of the road” at 11:15 a.m. 


On 18 March, Fred Schueler reported hearing Western Chorus Frogs at several 
locations when he drove from Brockville to Bishops Mills. He also reported “a 
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chorus offspring] Peepers at one place with them [Western Chorus Frogs], but 
otherwise just a few Peepers calling.” He also heard a few calls from a Wood Frog 
along Cooper Road. In addition to calling frogs, Fred also observed several frogs on 
roads, likely moving from over-wintering locations to breeding sites. Fred wrote: 
“There were Leopard Frogs crossing the roads at several places. At 1 km N of 
Forthton, these were accompanied by veritable swarms of juvenile Green Frogs, 
while at Diamond Road there were two big Bull Frogs (1 AOR [alive on road], 1 
DOR [dead on road]) up on the road. All along the Branch Road there were 
scattered Leopards on the road (a large percentage of them alive, but not moving fast 
enough to do much to maintain that condition, in our opinion), and many of the ones 
we saw were large females. On the Limerick Road Iron Bridge, however, there was 
a half a dozen juvenile Leopards, which contradicts my theory that these come out 
only after the adult breeding migration is over.” 

Also on 18 March, Valerie Kirkwood reported hearing her first Northern Leopard 
Frog calling that morning near Acton’s Corners. 

On 19 March, Fred Schueler reported hearing American Toads calling from a few 
sites around Bishops Mills. 

On 20 March I conducted my first evening survey to listen for calling amphibians in 
western Ottawa. Western Chorus Frogs were calling and I heard my first Spring 
Peepers and Wood Frogs of the year. These last two species likely started calling in 
Ottawa before the 20 th , but 1 cannot say when the calling began. 


Table 1. First calling dates of amphibians in spring 2012 compared with 1971-1991 


Species 

First Ottawa area date in 

2012 

Previous earliest date 
(Cook 1992) 

Spring Peeper 

16 March 

30 March 1977 

Western Chorus Frog 

16 March 

15 March 1973 

Wood Frog 

18 March 

25 March 1979 

Northern Leopard Frog 

18 March 

4 April 1989 

American Toads 

19 March 

6 April 1988 


How do these calling dates compare with previous years? Francis Cook, the retired 
curator of amphibians and reptiles of the Canadian Museum of Nature, lives south of 
Ottawa and recorded the first calling date of amphibians near his home from 1971- 
1991 (Cook 1992). The onset of calling in a particular species naturally varies from 
one year to the next depending upon whether it is an early or late spring. During his 
20 year monitoring period, the date of first calling by each species varied by over a 
month. Four of the five spring breeding frogs and toads began calling earlier in 2012 
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compared with his 1971-1991 data (Table 1). The first calling of these species is 
roughly two weeks earlier than the previous earliest calling date. Only the Western 
Chorus Frog failed to set a new early calling date record. The 2012 calling data 
(collected by many people at many locations) may give a more precise first calling 
date in our region than the 1971-1991 data, but likely by only a day or two. As the 
data summarized in this article shows, once a species begins calling it tends to call 
from many locations in the next few days if the conditions continue to be conducive 
for it. 

Another question is did the record heat wave shorten the calling season for species? 
This is harder to measure without lots of repeat visits to a site. I visited one site with 
Western Chorus Frogs in western Ottawa a number of times in 201 I and 201 2. In 
201 1, Chorus Frogs were first heard calling on 10 April and last heard on 27 April. I 
did not visit the site after 27 April, but on that date calling was very low intensity 
and I would guess it would have ended in a few days. All we can say for certain is 
that the calling period spanned at least 18 days. In 2012, the first and last days I 
heard calling at that site were 19 March and 18 April, a calling period of at least 30 
days. Complicating things is that calling is not always continuous. After the heat 
wave in March 2012 the high temperatures went back to low single digits, which 
caused calling to stop for a few days. Nonetheless there is no evidence that the 2012 
heat wave resulted in a shorter calling season, at least for the Western Chorus Frog. 

Ultimately, it is hard to say what effect the hot weather had on these species. Early 
calling likely led to early breeding and laying of eggs in these species. On 26 
March, after the heat wave, Ottawa had a low temperature of -5°C, followed by a 
low of-7°C the next day. Such frosts have the potential to kill a large number of 
amphibian eggs which are often laid close to the surface of the water. So summer in 
March may have allowed these species to breed early, but possibly not to their 
benefit. And of course the hot spring of 2012 was followed by the drought of 
summer 2012. The spring heat wave of 2012 is likely a taste of the weather we can 
expect under global climate change: hotter, drier and more extreme weather events. 

It may provide some inconvenience to humans but may be extremely challenging for 
many other species. 
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Contribute to your Local Reptile 
and Amphibian Atlas! 

David C. Sebum 

The Ontario Reptile and Amphibian Atlas, co-ordinated by Ontario Nature, seeks to 
document the distribution of our herpetofauna or “herps." The atlas project uses the 
same 10x10 km grid square approach that the provincial bird atlas used to map out 
distributions. 

An earlier atlas program, called the Ontario Herpetofaunal Summary Atlas, provided 
extensive information about where many of the province's reptiles and amphibians 
occurred. However, much of that information now needs to be updated. 

Furthermore, many populations of rare reptiles and amphibians are still being 
discovered. We need this information to monitor changes in the ranges of reptile and 
amphibian species and fluctuations in their population numbers. We also rely on this 
data to determine if a species is at risk and to identify and manage important habitats 
for rare reptiles and amphibians. And more of our herps are at risk than ever. 
Currently three-quarters (18 of 24 species) of our reptiles are listed as species at risk. 

More observations of amphibians and reptiles are required. At a minimum what is 
required is a confident identification of the species (Yes, I’m sure that’s a Painted 
Turtle), a fairly accurate location, and the date. These days it is easy to get the 
latitude and longitude of any location using Google Maps. Simply position your 
cursor over the approximate location of your observation and right click your mouse. 
A pick list will pop up on the screen. From the list click on “What’s here?” and the 
latitude and longitude in decimal degrees will appear at the top of the page. If it is 
not possible to get that information, a text description will suffice but it should be as 
specific as possible (e.g. seen from the boardwalk at Mer Bleue Bog, Ottawa) rather 
than vague (e.g. west of Kanata), 

While observations of any species of amphibians and reptiles are welcome at the 
atlas, the Ottawa area is particularly lacking observations for snakes and 
salamanders. This isn’t particularly surprising. Frogs call, making them easy to 
survey for, and most turtles bask, making them easy to spot. Snakes and 
salamanders are generally more cryptic and are often concealed under cover. 

Draft distribution maps from the atlas can be viewed on their website 
(http://www.ontarionature.org/pmtect/species/reptiles_and_amphibians/index.php). 
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The website also has colour photos and information about the biology and habitat of 
these species. And for those people with smart phones, the atlas is launching a free 
app to aid the identification of Ontario’s amphibians and reptiles while in the field. 
As of January 2013 the species maps have not been updated with data submitted in 
2012, but they provide an excellent indicator of what species are rare, or at least 
under reported, in a given area. 

There are approximately 35 10x10 km full or partial grid squares that cover the city 
of Ottawa. The most common snake, the Eastern Garter Snake, has been reported 
from 21 squares. Even that number probably under represents its true distribution in 
Ottawa as it still hasn’t been reported from a number of rural squares. Other snakes 
have been reported from fewer locations. The Northern Water Snake has only been 
reported from 6 squares. The beautiful Smooth Green Snake: 3 squares. And the 
Milk Snake is currently known from only 2 squares. Are these snakes really that rare 
in Ottawa? 

Salamanders fare even worse. The two most widespread species, the Blue-spotted 
Salamander and the Eastern Redback Salamander have both been reported from less 
than 10 squares. The Spotted Salamander has only been reported from 2 squares, 
while the Eastern Newt is only currently known from 1 square. 

So please keep in mind amphibians and reptiles when you are out in the field this 
spring and summer. Make some observations and submit them to your local herp 
atlas. 


Code of Conduct 

for birders, birdwatchers, and photographers 

ALWAYS RESPECT WILDLIFE, THE ENVIRONMENT, AND OTHER PEOPLE 

Birdwatching and nature photography are becoming ever more popular. The Ottawa 
Field-Naturalists’ Club's Birds Committee and the RA Photo Club Nature Group 
suggest the following guidelines so that disturbance to birds and other wildlife is 
minimized and so that all can enjoy the birds. 

THE WELFARE OF THE BIRDS MUST COME BEFORE OUR OWN INTERESTS. 

• Always remember: You are not the only one who may be observing. 

• Always consider your impact on birds. They are most likely already under stress 
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when MIGRATING, on NESTS or breeding sites, and FEEDING. 
Predatory birds (such as herons, hawks and especially owls) are also 
susceptible to stress. 

• Keep a good distance away and do not linger. Imagine that a bird has “personal 

space” that should be respected. If you note any signs of agitation from the 
bird, move away immediately. 

• Avoid flushing birds. If you are trying to attract a bird, be mindful of the hazards 

they may face. For example, avoid placing bird feeders close to windows 
or luring birds out to roads with heavy traffic. 

• Use flash photography only with DISCRETION AND CAUTION. Nocturnal 

birds are particularly sensitive. Avoid repeatedly disturbing birds, 
especially those that have already been frequently photographed. 

• Using recordings or imitating calls around birds on breeding territory may also 

cause undue stress at a very vulnerable time in their lives and should be 
avoided, and in general kept to a minimum. 

• Do not announce the location of RARE breeding birds. Record details of your 

observations and consider submitting a report to the appropriate Records 
Committee (in Ontario—the Ontario Nest Records Scheme at the Royal 
Ontario Museum Tel: 416-586-5523; Fax: 416-586-5553). 

• Stay away from active nests. Do not attempt to view or photograph nests with 

incubated eggs or hatchlings. Nests are very vulnerable and can easily fail 
if disturbed. Avoid gathering in large groups at nest sites, and do not linger 
at these sites. 

• If LEADING a group (professional or amateur), ensure that members of your 

group know and understand the Code of Conduct. Lead by example. 
Professional tour companies must bear a special responsibility to place the 
welfare of the birds first, even if it means that rarities are not seen. 

• Never disturb the environment, damage property, or leave garbage. Be quiet and 

respectful. Respect private property and always obtain landowner 
permission to enter. If asked to leave an area, do so immediately, and 
courteously. 

• Stay on established trails. Don’t block other peoples’ views—this interferes with 

their right to see/enjoy the birds too. Never block laneways, roads, or any 
other form of access to other people. 

• Always abide by rules and regulations in areas such as National or Provincial 

Parks, Regional or Local Conservation Areas, etc. 

ITS UP TO YOU TO HELP PROMOTE RESPECT TOWARD THE 
WILDLIFE, THE ENVIRONMENT, AND OTHER PEOPLE. 

Editor’s Note: This code has been published previously, and is currently on the 
OFNC website. Here is a reminder of what the OFNC believes in. 
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Lac Deschenes Important Birding 
Area “Naturehood” Tour 


Sunday 12 May 2013 
9:00 am - 3:00 pm 

On the occasion of International Migratory Bird Day, OFNC volunteers are needed 
for an information booth at Mud Lake, as well as to provide guidance and birding 
knowledge for visitors to Mud Lake and Shirley’s Bay, to support our stake in the 
Lac Deschenes IBA, in conjunction with Nature Canada, Bird Studies Canada, and 
the Club des Ornithologues de l’Outaouais. For more information contact Don 
Hackett at dhackett@sympatico.ca. 




Best Sellers 

Vanguard Endeavor ED Binocular 


Kowa TSN-883 Spotting Scope 


$50 Mail-in Rebate on 
Vanguard Endeavor ED and 
Spirit ED Binoculars 

(ends Dec 31 2013) 


At Focus Scientific, you will find 100 of the best binoculars 
from Alpen, Bushnell, Celestron, Kowa, Leica, Meade, Minox, 
Nikon, Orion, Swarovski, Vanguard, Vortex and Zeiss. 


Tel. 613-723-1350 Web Store: focusscientific.com 
911 Carling Ave. Ottawa Ontario K1Y 4E3 
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Coming Events 

arranged by the Excursions & Lectures Committee. 

For further information, check our website 
www.ofnc.ca. 

Times stated for excursions are departure times. Please arrive earlier; leaders start 
promptly. If you need a ride, don’t hesitate to ask the leader. Restricted trips will be 
open to non-members only after the indicated deadlines. 

ALL OUTINGS: Please bring a lunch on full-day trips and dress according to the 
weather forecast and activity. Binoculars and/or spotting scopes are essential on all 
birding trips. Unless otherwise stated, transportation will be by car pool. 

REGISTERED BUS TRIPS: Make your reservation for Club bus excursions by 
sending a cheque or money order (Payable to The Ottawa Field-Naturalists’ Club) to 
Box 35069, Westgate P.O., Ottawa, Ontario, K1Z 1 A2, at least ten days in advance. 
Include your name, address, telephone number and the name of the outing. Your 
cooperation is appreciated by the Committee so that we do not have to wait until the 
last moment to decide whether a trip should be cancelled due to low registration. In 
order for the Club to offer a bus trip, we need just over 33 people to register. If 
fewer than 30 register, we have the option of cancelling the trip or increasing the 
cost. Such decisions must be done a week in advance, so we encourage anyone who 
is interested in any bus trip to register as early as possible. We also wish to 
discourage postponing the actual payment of bus fees until the day of the event. 

EVENTS AT THE CANADIAN MUSEUM OF NATURE: The Club is grateful 
to the Museum for their cooperation, and thanks the Museum for the use of these 
excellent facilities. Attendees may have to pay $5 parking per vehicle. 

BIRD STATUS LINE: Phone 61 3-860-9000 to learn of recent sightings or birding 
potential in the Ottawa area. To report recent sightings use the 613-860-9000 
number and stay on the line. This service is run on behalf of the Birds Committee 
and is available to members and non-members. 

KID FRIENDLY EXCURSIONS: Kids are welcome on all of our trips. We have 
highlighted particular hikes as 'kid friendly' as these are most likely to be enjoyed by 
typical children. Of course, depending on your child’s/children’s interests and 
stamina feel free to bring them along on any events. For events tailored to kids, 
check out the Macoun Field Club ( http://www.ofnc.ca/macoun/index.php ). 
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Tuesday 

9 April 

7:00 p.m. 

Social & 

Club business 

OFNC MONTHLY MEETING 

THE CHALLENGES AND JOYS OF BIRDING IN 

WEST PAPUA, INDONESIA 

Speaker: Jeff Skevington 

Location: Canadian Museum of Nature, Metcalfe and 

McLeod streets. 

7:30 p.m. 

Formal 

program 

Description: The few lucky people who find themselves in 
New Guinea usually end up on the southern side of the island 
in Papua New Guinea. Indonesian New Guinea (West Papua 
and Papua, formerly known as Irian Jaya) is arguably safer, 
but much more difficult to travel in. Jeff will share his 
experiences from a trip to West Papua in Oct/Nov 2012. 

West Papua is loaded with spectacular birds and habitats and 
Jeff will show his and Niels Dreyer’s photos and videos of 
some of the most sought after Birds-of-paradise seen during 
their visit. 

Friday 

12 April 

7:00 p.m. 
to 

9:30 p.m. 

LES CHORISTES DE LA NATURE (EN FRANQAIS) 
Lieu: Le Centre des visiteurs, Parc de la Gatineau, 33 
chemin Scott, Chelsea, PQ. 

Description: Le printemps arrive enfin et les chants des 
grenouilles retentissent vivement! Joignez-vous aux amis du 
pare de la Gatineau. Venez rencontrer Robert Alvo, qui fera 
une presentation a l’interieur sur ces amphibiens et sur leurs 
differents chants. Suite a cette presentation, nous irons dans 
le pare pour ecouter le concert du crepuscule et identifier qui 
est qui. Ceci est une activite parfaite pour les enfants. 

Apportez votre phare ou votre lampe de poche, des 
vetements chauds, et vos bottes hautes pour rentrer dans 
l’etang et recolter des specimens (optionel). Reservations et 
paiement de 15S par personne: SVP appeler le Centre des 
visiteurs au (819) 827-2020. 


**Note that the OFNC website (ofnc.ca) contains the most up-to-date information 
on events. Please check it regularly for changes or additions to the events roster. 
The club Facebook site <=http:/Avww.facebook.com/groups/379992938552/> 
may also be used to publicize last minute changes to events** 
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Friday 

19 April 

7:00 p.m. 
to 

9:30 p.m. 

FROG CHORUS 

Location: Visitor Centre, Gatineau Park, 33 Scott St., 
Chelsea, PQ. 

Description: Spring is in the air and frog songs are filling 
the night! Join the Friends of Gatineau Park. Robert Alvo 
will introduce you to the amphibians of Gatineau Park and 
their different calls. Afterwards, we will go into the Park, 
enjoy the concert first hand and identify who is who! This is 
a great activity for kids. Bring a headlamp or flashlight, 
warm clothes, and your tallest rubber boots to enter the pond 
and collect samples (optional). For reservations and payment 
(15$/ person), please call the Visitor Centre: (819) 827- 
2020. 

Saturday 

20 April 

8:00 a.m. 

to 

11:00 a.m. 

BIRDS FOR BEGINNERS 

Leader: Bev McBride 

Meet: Entrance to Britannia Filtration Plant on Cassels 

Street at 8:00 a.m. 

Description: Join Bev McBride to check out what birds are 
back or moving through as spring migration proceeds. We 
will spend a few hours exploring the Mud Lake area, taking 
our time to listen and look. Bring binoculars and your 
favourite bird field guide if you have one. Rain or shine. 

Saturday 

20 April 

7:00 p.m. 
to 

10:00 p.m. 

OFNCSOIREE 
‘Oriented to all ages* 

Location: St. Basil’s Parish Church, 899 Maitland Ave/940 
Rex Ave. Enter from Maitland Avenue (east side) just north 
of the Queensway. BUS ACCESS: Bus #85 (along Carling 
Avenue), get off at Maitland Avenue and walk south on 
Maitland towards the Queensway for 0.5 km (~ 7 minute 
walk). 

Description: Join us for some fun at our annual wine and 
cheese party and celebrate with the honoured winners of our 
Annual Awards. Photographers and artists are encouraged to 
exhibit pictures for everyone to enjoy. Kids, bring your 
natural history displays. Back by popular demand this year is 
the Natural Flistory Trivia Quiz! 
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Saturday 
27 April 
9:00 a.m. 
to 

12 noon 


Sunday 
28 April 
8:00 a.m. 
to 

early 

afternoon 


NATIVE AND INVASIVE FLORA IN TRILLIUM 
WOODS 

Leader: Sarah Dehler and Holly Bickerton 
Meet: 9:00 a.m. at Lincoln Fields Shopping Centre near 
Pizza Pizza, or 9:30 a.m. at the intersection of Klondike 
Road and Second Line Road (street parking available). 
Description: South March Highlands Conservation Forest, 
one of the most diverse areas in the National Capital region 
is home to a beautiful array of spring ephemeral native plants 
as well as some unwanted alien invaders: Dog Strangling 
Vine and Garlic Mustard. Join in for a walk to explore this 
wonderful landscape, gain some expertise in invasive plant 
identification and participate in their control. For about two 
hours, we will follow trails in the forest exploring both 
native plants and invasives. At the end, there will be an 
option to help out with some manual plant control for half an 
hour to an hour. Wear sturdy shoes and long sleeves if 
planning to help with plant removal. This event will be 
cancelled in the event of heavy rain; if in doubt, please call 
Holly at 613-730-7725. 

EARLY MIGRANTS AT PARC NATIONAL DE 

PLAISANCE 

Leader: Marc Gawn 

Meet: Parc national de Plaisance entrance on rue Galipeau, 
just north of the ferry dock in Thurso, QC. 

Description: The park holds the largest wetlands in the 
Ottawa area, and the trip is timed to coincide with the tail 
end of the spring waterfowl migration. Expect to see many 
ducks along with early passerine migrants. The trip proceeds 
rain or shine, waterproof footwear is recommended. Bring 
binoculars and a spotting scope if you have one as some 
viewing will be distant. There is $6 fee to visit the park, 
payable on entry. The trip will end in the early afternoon, 
final stop will be at casse-croute with some of the region’s 
best poutine (but bring a snack to tide you over until then!). 


**Note that the OFNC website ( ofnc.ca ) contains the most up-to-date information 
on events. Please check it regularly for changes or additions to the events roster. 
The club Facebook site <=http://www.facebook.com/groups/379992938552l> 
may also be used to publicize last minute changes to events** 
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Sunday 
5 May 
9:30 a.m. 
to 

11:30 a.m. 


Tuesday 
7 May 
9:00 a.m. 
to 

12 noon 
(with option to 
continue into 
the afternoon) 


BREWER PARK POND AND MEADOW LIFE—A 
JOINT EVENT WITH THE MACOUN FIELD CLUB 
*Oriented to all ages* 

Leaders: Hume Douglas, Holly Bickerton, Rob Lee, Wayne 
Knee 

Meet: At the NW side of the pond at 9:30 a.m., but arriving 
later is fine. Parking is available off of Brewer Way behind 
the baseball diamonds. The pond is 100 m south of the 
parking lot on the other side of a treed embankment. 
Description: Come spend time at the edge of Brewer Park 
pond; frogs, turtles, insects, plants and birds are there to find. 
Rubber boots, a net and pail would be useful. The pond is 
mostly shallow with gradual shorelines. Children should 
nevertheless be closely supervised, especially because of the 
deeper nearby Rideau River. The pond area is part of an off- 
leash site for dogs, but is generally less busy than the river 
and mown areas. Cancelled in the event of steady rain. Map 
link: http://g.co/maps/gzqnw. 


SPRING RAMBLE IN MCCARTHY WOODS 
Leader: Eleanor Thompson (613-269-3523) 

Meet: Hunt Club Centre Shopping Mall, in the northeast 
corner of the parking lot; corner of McCarthy Road and Paul 
Anka Drive. 

Description: Nestled in the city of Ottawa is the McCarthy 
Woods, a remnant of original Ottawa valley forest. It should 
be lovely with spring wildflowers at our feet and mature 
maples towering above us. This will be a leisurely ramble to 
discover and enjoy our native flora and everything else that 
strikes our fancy as we wander. You may wish to bring 
binoculars, camera, hand lens, field guides and snack. Those 
who would like to continue on into the afternoon should 
bring a lunch as well. If it rains, bring a raincoat. 
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Sunday 

12 May 

9:30 a.m. 

to 

1:00 p.m. 

SPRING EPHEMERALS 

Leader: Bryarly McEachern 

Meet: Near the Pizza Pizza in the northeast corner of the 
Lincoln Fields Shopping Centre parking lot, close to the 
intersection of Assaly and Richmond Roads. Or at 10:00 
a.m. at the Monaghan Forest main parking lot, directly 
across from the Valleyview Little Animal Farm parking lot 
(4750 Fallowfield Road, just west of Moodie Drive). 
Description: Join Bryarly for a walk through the Monaghan 
Forest to seek, admire, and learn about spring ephemerals. 
What are spring ephemerals? They are those lovely short¬ 
lived wildflowers that emerge ifi spring and disappear by 
early summer. Bring a wildflower guide (e.g. Newcomb's), 
notebook and hand lens if you like. We will have lunch in 
the forest, so please pack one if you plan to stay. Dress 
appropriately for the weather. This jaunt will run sun or 
sprinkle, but will be cancelled in the event of heavy rain. If 
you have any questions about the trip, please email 
bryarly@gmail.com or call 613-858-8822. Hope to see you 
there! 

Tuesday 

14 May 

7:00 p.m. 

Social & Club 

business 

OFNC MONTHLY MEETING 

THE NATURAL HISTORY OF CANADIAN 

MAMMALS 

Speaker: Donna Naughton 

Location: Canadian Museum of Nature, Metcalfe and 

McLeod streets. 

7:30 p.m. 

Formal 

program 

Description: The author, Donna Naughton, will talk about 
the creation and production of her recently released book, 

The Natural History of Canadian Mammals. (The gorgeous 
illustrations from this book have been seen on the walls 
outside the auditorium.) Learn about some of the newest 
information coming to light on the status of the Eastern 

Wolf, Black-footed Ferret and Vancouver Island Marmot. 

Hear why it took 11 years and a whole Museum to get it 
done and about the new seal species that turned-up in 

Canadian waters after the book went to press. Copies of 
Donna’s book will be available for purchase. 
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Friday 

17 May 

6:00 p.m. 
to 

8:00 p.m. 

INTRODUCTION TO FISHING & FISH WATCHING 
*Oriented to all ages* 

Leaders: Hedrik Wachelka & Hume Douglas 

Meet: Rideau Canal, West end of Patterson Creek. This site 
is accessible by buses on both Bank and Isabella streets. 
There is also street parking on and near Clemow Ave. 

Map Location: http://goo.gl/maps/QAlmD. 

Description: Geared to children, but not restricted to any 
age group, this is an introduction to angling from a 
naturalist’s perspective. You will learn some basics of 
watching, catching and handling 2-3 species of small fish, 
and a little about their biology. Bring a fishing rod if you 
have one; there will be some extras for those who don’t. 
There is a low fence at the water’s edge, but children should 
be accompanied by an adult and weak swimmers should 
wear a lifejacket. The park allows on-leash dogs before 

4 p.m, however the dogs, and their walkers, should be gone 
by 6 p.m. We will be there even if it rains. You might like to 
bring a sandwich and make it a picnic supper. If you plan to 
attend please email humedglFISHgmail.com (replacing 
“FISH” with “@”). Numbers of participants may be capped. 
Please note: Canadian residents need an Outdoors Card to 
fish in Ontario if they are at least 18 years old but have not 
reached their 65 th birthday. 

Saturday 

18 May 

8:00 a.m. 

to 

11:00 a.m. 

NATURE IN SPRING FOR BEGINNERS 

Leader: Dave Moore 

Meet: Entrance to Britannia Filtration Plant on Cassels 

Street at 8:00 a.m. 

Description: Join Dave Moore for an introduction to nature 
in one of our most diverse natural areas. Birds, spring 
flowers, plants, mammals and insects! 

Limited to 12 people. Information and registration: 
613-729-9330; redstart@vif.com. 

Inclement weather will cancel this trip, so you should 
register so we can notify you of this. 
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Wednesday 
22 May 
8:00 a.m. 
to 

12:00 

noon 


BIRDING IN THE SOUTH END 

Leader: Gord Belyea 

Meet: Take Albion Road south from Bank Street 
(approximately 4 km), turn west (right) onto Leitrim Road 
and proceed for approximately 2 km, turn south (left) on 
Bowesville Road and continue for about 200 metres to the 
parking space on the left side of Bowesville Road where the 
closed portion of High Road meets Bowesville Road. 
Description: The fields to the south of the Airport offer one 
of the most diverse populations of Sparrows in the area. We 
could expect to see Song, Savannah, Field, Chipping, 
Grasshopper, Vesper, Clay-Colored, and possibly White- 
throated and Swamp Sparrows on this walk. Other 
possibilities include Indigo Buntings, Common 
Yellowthroat, Yellow Warbler, Mourning Warbler, Pine 
Warbler, Bobolinks, Eastern Meadowlark, Tree Swallow, 
and Black-Billed Cuckoo. There is also an important 
Bluebird trail in this area. Please note: there are no bathroom 
facilities on this walk. 


Saturday 
1 June 
9:30 a.m. 
to 

12:30 p.m. 


FLETCHER WILDLIFE GARDEN ANNUAL NATIVE 
PLANT SALE 

Location: East side of Prince of Wales Drive, just south of 
the Arboretum. 

Plant a wide variety of native plants to grow a garden that 
changes from month to month, tolerates drought and doesn’t 
need pesticides or chemical fertilizers. Most of our plants 
attract butterflies and birds that bring your garden to life. 
See our demonstration backyard garden, and pick up free 
plant lists and “how-to” info on gardening for butterflies, 
attracting birds, building a backyard pond, and more! 
Information: www.ofnc.ca/fletcher. 


**Note that the OFNC website ( ofnc.ca ) contains the most up-to-date information 
on events. Please check it regularly for changes or additions to the events roster. 
The club Facebook site <=http://www.facebook.com/groups/379992938552/> 
may also be used to publicize last minute changes to events** 
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Saturday 

1 June 
12:00 noon 
to 

Sunday 

2 June 
2:00 p.m. 


Sunday 
2 June 
8:00 a.m. 
to 

11:30 a.m. 


KAZABAZUA SAND-PLAIN COTTAGE OVERNIGHT 
Leader: Hume Douglas 

Meet: 10:00 a.m. at Rosa Cabin, Domaine Solisterra, 
Kazabazua QC. Please use email below for carpooling 
arrangements. 

Directions: http://www.solisterra.com/anglais/Contact.html 
Description: Come to a Kazabazua for a rare chance to 
explore some high quality sandy habitats. The 350 acre 
Domaine Solisterra includes some of the best remnants of the 
Kazabazua sandplain habitats: herbaceous dunes (plants 
include Kalmia on dry sand and Calystegia spithamaea). 

Jack Pine forest, burned Jack Pine forest, mixed forest, moist 
spruce forest and two private sandy lakes (one with fen 
vegetation and old forest). This area is ideal for birding, 
insects, botany and more with the possibility of new regional 
discoveries. Accommodations are in one or two fully- 
equipped, high-quality, multi-room straw-bale cottages 
(privacy in rooms, but singles get a roommate). Cost is $90 
per couple or $55 person per person (50% refundable up to 3 
weeks before the event), payable directly to Solisterra via 
phone (819-208-6086 or 819-208-6081). Biting flies, 
especially blackflies will be active. Please book with 
Solisterra early to ensure your place and also notify OFNC 
with an email to humedglSANDgmail.com (replacing 
“SAND” with “@”). Bring your own food, and with the idea 
that dinner may be somewhat potluck. 


BIRDING BY EAR IN LAROSE FOREST 
Leader: John Cartwright (613-789-6714) 

Meet: 6:00 a.m. at the Kelsey’s in the Elmvale Acres Mall at 
the SW corner of St Laurent and Smyth for car pooling. 
Those living^loser to Limoges can meet us at 7:00 a.m. at 
the cemetery just south of Clarence-Cambridge Road on 
Grant Road. 

Description: We likely will spend about four hours in the 
Larose Forest, listening to and observing songbirds. Bring 
binoculars, a snack, a drink, and plenty of mosquito 
repellent. There will be a variety of biting critters in the 
forest at this time of year. This trip will be cancelled in the 
event of continuous rain. 


96 





Sunday 
9 June 
1:00 p.m. 
to 

4:30 p.m. 


INTRODUCTION TO SPIDERS 
Leader: Raymond Hutchinson, with Robert Alvo 
Location: Parking lot next to the building at Lac 
Beauchamp, Gatineau. 

Description: This is the best time of year to identify spiders 
because males are in their reproductive glory. Quebec has 33 
families of spiders, of which we will learn about 8-10 of the 
easiest, capturing them by sweep-netting the vegetation and 
checking under rocks. We’ll find jumping spiders, crab 
spiders, wolf spiders, and, if lucky, a 6-inch fishing spider 
that preys on minnows. Raymond Hutchinson has been 
collecting and identifying spiders for decades, and there are 
not many experts on this fascinating group. If you can, bring 
an insect net, rubbing alcohol (70% isopropyl), and 
collecting vials. Rain or shine. 


Tuesday 
11 June 
7:00 p.m. 
Social & 

Club business 

7:30 p.m. 

Formal 

program 


OFNC MONTHLY MEETING 
THE CONSERVATION OF SALAMANDERS 
Speaker: Matt Ellerbeck, Salamander Conservationist 
Location: Canadian Museum of Nature, Metcalfe and 
McLeod streets 

Description: Salamanders are in a terrible crisis. Copious 
numbers of salamander species are disappearing from the 
wild at a daunting rate. Unfortunately, due to their secretive 
and cryptic nature, salamanders are not commonly seen by 
people. This means the decline in salamanders largely goes 
unnoticed—even as species dwindle and become extirpated. 
Salamanders arc further at risk due to the fact that few 
conservation groups are solely devoted to their recovery, and 
the general public is largely indifferent to saving “slimy 
amphibians.” Around half of all the world’s salamander 
species are listed as “Threatened” by the International Union 
for Conservation of Nature (IUCN). These species are all 
facing a high risk of extinction. A further 62 species have 
been designated as “Near-Threatened” with populations that 
are dwindling. This means they are quickly getting closer to 
“Threatened” Status, and to the brink of extinction. Join 
Matt Ellerbeck (A.K.A The Salamander Man) for an 
insightful presentation on salamanders. Learn about the 
threats that these amphibians face, and efforts that can be 
implemented to contribute to their recovery. 
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Saturday 
IS June 
7:00 a.m. 
to 

12:00 noon 




Saturday 
15 June 
8:00 p.m. 
to 

12 midnight 

rain date: 
Saturday 
22 June 




BIRDING IN GATINEAU PARK’S PARKWAY 
SECTOR 

Leader: Justin Peter (Jbpetr@yahoo.ca or 613-858-3744) 
Meet: 6:30 a.m. near the Pizza Pizza, north east corner of 
the Lincoln Fields Shopping Centre parking lot, near 
Richmond Road and Assaly Road. 

Description: We will explore a number of areas by foot, 
traveling between each by vehicle as we gradually make our 
way up towards the Eardley Escarpment overlooking the 
Ottawa Valley. Along the way, we’ll look and listen for 
breeding birds in a variety of habitats, including beaver 
ponds, meadows, alder and willow thickets, and hardwood 
forest. We should expect a variety of warblers, vireos, 
sparrows, flycatchers and more. There is a possibility of 
observing Indigo Bunting and Scarlet Tanager, as well as 
both cuckoo species. And who knows what else we might 
find? Binoculars, a drink and a mid-morning snack are 
recommended. There will likely be some elevation change so 
wear sturdy footwear. You may also need a hat and bug 
spray. 

MOTHING IN LAROSE FOREST 

Leaders: Diane Lepage (613-741-5179) and Suzanne 

Deschenes 

Meet: 8:00 p.m. at McDonald’s, 1890 Chemin Innes Rd, 
Gloucester Parking lot. We will drive for 30-35 minutes to 
the forest. Participants needing a ride should call Diane. 
Description: Discover the amazing night life of moths which 
come to black lights from dusk to dawn in the Larose Forest. 
We will set up sheets and battery-powered lights and then 
wait for the fun to begin. It is the time of the year when the 
big Silkworms come out. Bring a flashlight, bug repellent 
and a camera (the latter optional). A lawn chair will be 
useful. NOTES: This event is limited to 20 participants. The 
trip will depend on the weather. Should the temperature be 
below 16 °C or in the event of rain, the trip will be 
cancelled. The rain date is 22 June 2013. 
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Saturday 
29 June 
8:30 a.m. 
to 

1 p.m. 


BUTTERFLY HIKE 
‘Oriented to all ages* 

Leader: Rick Cavasin (613-591-8612) 

Meet: 8:30 a.m. in the northeast corner of the Lincoln Fields 
Shopping Centre parking lot off Richmond Road. 
Description: The location for this event will be posted on 
the OFNC website and facebook page closer to the date once 
Rick knows where all of the hot spots are this year. Tips on 
identification of various species will be provided along the 
way. Bring your favourite field guide, binoculars, insect 
repellent, sunscreen, a snack and water. Cancelled if 
weather is inclement. , 


Saturday 
13 July 
8:30 a.m. 
to 

4:00 p.m. 


rain date: 
Sunday 
14 July 


ANNUAL OTTAWA AREA BUTTERFLY COUNT 
‘Oriented to all ages* 

Leaders: Jeff Skevington and Peter Hall 
Meet: In the parking lot at the intersection of Dwyer Hill 
Road and March Road (NE of Almonte). Call Jeff 
Skevington between 6 p.m. and 9 p.m. on Friday night at 
613-832-1970 if in doubt about the weather or for specific 
questions regarding this event. If you need a ride from 
Ottawa please contact Fenja Brodo (613-723-2054) about 
carpooling. 

Description: The North American Butterfly Association 
(NABA) has coordinated butterfly counts following the same 
format as Christmas Bird Counts (CBCs) for many years. 
These counts are published as part of an ongoing program of 
NABA to census the butterflies of North America (see 
http://www.naba.org/counts/faq.html for more information). 
Volunteer participants focus on a 24 km diameter circle and 
conduct a one-day census of all butterflies sighted within that 
circle. 
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Saturday 

13 July 
8:30 a.m. 
to 

4:00 p.m. 

rain date: 
Sunday 

14 July 


Cont’d ANNUAL OTTAWA AREA BUTTERFLY 
COUNT 

As with CBCs, there is a $4.00 charge to participants to 
support the publication of the results (not obligatory, but 
encouraged). This is the seventh year that OFNC will 
sponsor a count (and the 13 th year that this count will have 
been conducted). The count area will be centred at Manion 
Comers (SW of Ottawa), a site used as a former non-OFNC 
count circle. It includes several important butterfly areas 
such as the Long Swamp and the Burnt Lands alvar. It is an 
all-day event so bring your lunch. No experience is 
necessary! We will put teams together on site and match up 
people so that everyone has a chance to learn from the 
experts. If you have binoculars and a butterfly net, please 
bring them along. Rubber boots are recommended, as some 
of the sites have a lot of poison ivy. 

We plan to meet at The Fletcher Wildlife Garden at 
5:30 p.m. after the count for a compilation and potluck 
dinner. Please bring along some food to share plus your own 
drinks. We will have a collection of butterflies along to help 
people figure out what they saw and learn a bit more about 
these amazing creatures. We hope that everyone can make it 
to the compilation, as it will be a lot of fun; however, if you 
can’t make it, we will get your data in the afternoon before 
you leave. 


DEADLINE: Material intended for the July - September issue must be 
in the editor’s hands by 1 May, 2013. Mail your manuscripts to: 

Karen McLachlan Hamilton 
2980 Moodie Drive, Nepean, ON, K2J 4S7 
H: (613) 838-4943; email: hamilton@storm.ca 


ANY ARTICLES FOR TRAIL & LANDSCAPE? 

Have you been on an interesting field trip or made some unusual observations? 
Write up your thoughts and send them to Trail & Landscape. 

URL of our site: WEBMASTER’S email 

www.ofnc.ca webmaster@ofne.ea 
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BIRD FOOD • FEEDERS • GARDEN ACCENTS • UNIQUE GIFTS 

1500 Bank Street, Ottawa, ON K1H 7Z1 
(613)521-7333 www.wbu.com/Ottawa 
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